SAFETY DURING LARGE MAMMAL RESTRAINT

PEOPLE

Our first consideration must be the safety of people during the operation.  Therefore during restraint one person is in charge, the Supervisor.  Maintaining a calm environment is essential.  The Class acts as the pre handling conference.  A Supervisor should go over with all handlers the different aspects of restraint and what to expect.

A Minimum of Five handlers are needed in addition to the Supervisor for the large drop floor operation.

A Minimum of Four handlers are needed in addition to the Supervisor for the small drop floor operation.

Handlers must be able to listen to instructions from the Supervisor and minimize stress to the animal.  Noise and distractions must be minimized to accomplish this.  Handlers must not engage in talking unless directly to the co handlers or person in charge.  Students should save all questions until after the restraint is finished.

Care must be taken to assure the animal is well restrained before other persons (i.e. Veterinarians, etc.) enter the physical space of the animal for work.

ANIMAL

The Goal is to provide a minimal time restraint of animals in order to effect an effective classroom teaching.  

Care is taken to minimize the occurrence and degree of Exertion Myopathy, more commonly known as Capture Myopathy.  The occurrence of Capture Myopathy cannot be predicted, but it can be minimized.

Animals in our procedure have had prior conditioning (moving through chutes) to get them ready for this exercise.  

If a particular animal is resisting the procedure too much, we will release that animal.  This is for the benefit of the animal, the exercise and the other animals that may be influenced by this animal.

Stress on the animals in our procedure will be minimized by the procedures outlined before (i.e. pre-conditioning, dark waiting areas, covering over eyes, minimizing noise, etc.).  All of the animals in our procedure have done this before.  Time of capture will be shortened whenever possible, and will be shorter than a normal capture operation.

Persons have been assigned to watch deer and markhor after the procedure to note signs of handling fatigue, lameness, etc. 

