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American Association of Zoo Keepers, Inc.

Conservation, Preservation & Restoration Grant
Proposal Guidelines
Purpose

The purpose of the AAZK CPR Committee’s Zoo Keeper Grant in Conservation is to encourage and support efforts in conservation conducted by AAZK members in zoological parks and aquariums around the world.

Qualifications

Members of the AAZK in good standing are eligible to apply and receive grants.  The member must have an active role in the conservation effort submitted for consideration.  Because of the nature of conservation projects, the scope of the project or number of people involved will not be restricted.

Description

This grant was designed to lend support to a broad range of conservation endeavors.  All appropriate applications are considered as to their beneficial impact on species of flora and fauna within defined ecosystems “in situ”, or “ex situ” for captive bred species.  The intent of this grant is to promote North American projects and as such, these projects will receive priority where it is appropriate.  All projects are encouraged and are eligible based on their compatibility to the CPR grant’s goals.

AAZK, Inc. Board of Directors will award a grant, or grants (currently $1,000.00 is available annually and may be divided between projects), to selected members, who are actively involved in a project that creates advancements in conservation, preservation, or restoration.  Proposals for the next year’s projects are due March 01 of the current calendar year.  Applicants will be notified of the committee’s decision within 60 days, or by the annual AAZK conference of the same calendar year.  Grant cycles run January 01 to December 31.

A progress report is due six (6) months following notification of the award, and a year-end summary should be submitted to AAZK after one (1) year has passed since notification of the award.  An extension of one (1) year may be obtained by filing an extension request form.  No additional funds will be granted on the original proposal, and the AAZK Board of Directors must approve any delay.  Two years following the start of the project all outstanding receipts are due for reimbursement.

CPR grants progress, and results of effort must be presented to the AAZK membership.  The grant recipient will present results of work orally at the national AAZK conference, or publish a paper in the Animal Keepers’ Forum.  If AAZK is not the principle source of funds for the project, the participant may elect not to present the paper to the membership of AAZK but, acknowledgment of AAZK support shall be required in all publications resulting from this combined conservation effort.  Any grant recipient may submit a second proposal following successful completion of the first project.

The Committee members will evaluate applications in 10 subject areas.  Those areas are as follows:

1.
Long term commitment demonstrated to the project.

2.
Other financial support the project receives.

3.
Resources available to the project and personnel support.

4.
Preparedness of application.

5.
How well the project is conceived.

6.
Projects’ significance in relation to the endangerment, or specific threats, to the species involved.

7.
Impact of information learned on existing data.

8.
The extent of the applicant’s resume and expertise of others involved in the project.

9.
How well the project fits into the goals of the CPR Committee.

10.
The extent of the applicant’s involvement in the project.

Restrictions
The committee will not fund invasive biological studies, or any endeavor that may cause any animal undue or prolonged discomfort or harm.  Allowable expenditures include: equipment, supplies and materials.  Expenses that are not allowed include: travel, communication costs, animal purchases and wages for project participants.

Grant funds are allocated on a reimbursement basis.  However, due to the nature of conservation efforts, advanced monies may be important and can be applied for by contacting the CPR Committee Chair and AAZK chief Executive Officer.  Advance funding applications must be approved by the AAZK Board of Directors who will make their decision after reviewing the proposed budget and framework of the grant application.

It is therefore imperative to have a detailed proposed budget account for AAZK funds to be used.  Upon completion of the project any equipment purchased with AAZK funds that is not part of the ongoing effort, becomes the property of AAZK and must be forwarded to the AAZK, Inc. Administrative Offices unless other arrangements have been approved.  The applicant also must submit a final accounting of AAZK, funds spent and all outstanding receipts with the final report.  All unused funds must be returned to the AAZK. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THESE REGULATIONS MAY RESULT IN THE REVOCATION OF THE GRANT AT ANY TIME.

Grant submission instructions, and packets, may be obtained at the AAZK Website or by contacting the Grant Committee Chairperson.
Jessica Munson, Grants Committee Chair

Milwaukee County Zoo
10001 W. Bluemound Rd.
Milwaukee, WI  53226
Jessica.munson@aazk.org
Proposals are due by 01 March of the calendar year.  Applicants will be notified of the Committee’s decision by 01 November, at the latest, of the same calendar year. Direct all correspondence to the address given above.

A complete application packet shall include: Grant Application Form, Proposed Budget Form, Three (3) Letters of Support, support documents (to include a complete proposal), and a complete resume of the primary applicant(s)
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